Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study St. David’s Episcopal Church Gospel According to St. John

It is more profitable to know Jesus than to know about Him.

Weekly Edition — Friday March 3, 2017
Gospel According to St. John — Part 1- First Year

15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying,
“This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes
after me has surpassed me because he was before

me.’”)1® Out of His fullness we have all received grace in
place of grace already given. " For the law was given

The Gospel of St. John

Part |

. Prologue 1:1-14
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 109
. 18 . First Year 1:15 - 2:22
Christ. ** No one has ever seen God, but the one and only _ _
. . .. . . : e Second Year 2:23-6:71
Son, who is Himself God and is in closest relationship with _
e  Third Year 7:1-12:50

the Father, has made Him known.'® Now this was

John's testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem
sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 2°He did
not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the
Messiah. ”?! They asked him, “Then who are you? Are
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
Prophet?” He answered, “No.”? Finally they said, “Who
are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself?”

Part Il

e  The Last Discourse 13:1-17:26

e  The Arrest and Trial 18:1 - 19:16

e Death and Resurrection 19:16 (b) — 21:25

John 1:21 Cross References

Mal 4: 5-6 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the LORD
comes. ® He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their
parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”

Matt 11: 14 "And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.”

Matt 17: 12 “But | tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done
to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.”

Commentary

Elijah or Elias was a prophet and a miracle worker who lived in the northern kingdom of

Israel during the reign of Ahab (9th century BC), according to the Books of Kings in the Hebrew
Bible. According to the Books of Kings Elijah defended the worship of Yahweh over that of the
Canaanite deity Baal. Yahweh also performed many miracles through Elijah,

including resurrection (raising the dead), bringing fire down from the sky, and entering Heaven

alive "by a whirlwind". He is also portrayed as leading a school of prophets known as “the sons of the
prophets”. After his death, Elisha his disciple and most devoted assistant took over his role as leader of
this school. The Book of Malachi prophesies Elijah's return "before the coming of the great and terrible
day of Yahweh", making him a harbinger of the Messiah and of the eschaton in various faiths that
revere the Hebrew Bible. References to Elijah appear in the Mishnah and Talmud, the New Testament,
the Quran and the Baha'i writings.
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In Judaism, Elijah's name is invoked at the weekly Havdalah ritual that marks the end of Shabbat, and
Elijah is invoked in other Jewish customs, among them the Passover Seder and the brit milah (ritual
circumcision). He appears in numerous stories and references in the Haggadah and rabbinic literature,
including the Babylonian Talmud.

The Christian New Testament describes how Elijah was thought, by some, to be the Messiah. Elijah
appears with Moses during the Transfiguration of Jesus. Elijah is also a figure in various Christian folk
traditions, often identified with earlier pagan thunder or sky gods.

Wikipedia

Application: Has anybody wondered who you really are? Do people know you as someone who is
pointing to Jesus, as someone who loves the Lord with all of your heart, soul and mind?

John 1:22 Cross references

Matt 3:7 " But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing,
he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?

Matt 5:17 Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to
abolish them, but to fulfill them.

Matt 16: 13-15 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, He questioned His disciples:
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”” 14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others

say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15“But what about you?” Jesus asked.
“Who do you say I am?

Commentary

Hitherto John had given them only a negative answer, and told them who he was not; he was neither
Christ, nor the Elias, nor that prophet they expected; neither any of the old prophets risen from the
dead; nor any prophet at all in a strict sense (as were the prophets of the Old Testament): they press
him to a direct, plain, positive answer, that they might give an answer to those that sent them, who did
not send them to inquire what he was not, but what he was. And there were various talks and
discourses of the people about him, which they were not willing to take up and run away with; but they
desired to have it from himself.

Matthew Poole commentary

Application

First, do we have the inner openness and deep desire necessary to receive God's revelation?
Second, since our identity, like that of the Baptist, is most truly seen in relation to Christ, how does our
life—our relationships and responsibilities—flow from our relation to God?
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