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Introduction

Not by might, not by power but by the Spirit of God

As Christians, w arepart of a movement that seeks to draw all people into the gracious,
reconcilng love ofGod throughl e sus Chr i st . 't i s Christbds caeé
to make Him known and in the process draw everyone into the life that is really life, the

life lived with God and for the welfare of otlsetnd ourselves.

Too often our Chastianity is quiet, personal, merelycantainedoart of our livesWe

tend to focus on our relationship with God, on our prayer life, on our call, on our

experience of God. This is a wonderful and important part of the Christian life, but since

no one cate a Christian on their own, it is important that we remember that we are part

of a community and a specific kind of community at that. Jesus wants us to be known by

our love for one another and so Christian community seeks both a vertical relationship

withh God and a horizont al relationshiip with ot
the shared connection to God and the shared connection to others.

But given the goings on in the worlthe turmoiland brokennessroundusa nd Jesus 0
command to makeistiples of all peopleGod wants more from us as persons and more

from us as the Church. Wewve a tendency tmajor in the minor$ arguing with one

another over doctrine drsociology and sexuality, when the world is crying out for the

hope & God in Jsus Christ and a jusbciety thats far more important thaal of our

theological and sociological nicetiéd/e have a tendency toward a social justice activism

that is disconnected from our call to live as Christians and tell the story. Social activism

and work for social justice is an important call on our lives, but not one disconnected

from | iving and talking about the Gospel and
life. And, since no one else will do this for us, we have a pressingrgedt opportunity

to be a people touched by God who reach out
and physical health.

Thankfully, we do not have to accomplish all of this on our own: a personal relationship

with God, a thriving Christiacommunity, and a world changgdnt o Godo6s dr e am.
have a part to play, but the power and grace and change comes about through the power

of God at work in us and through @od gives us all the gifts we require to grow in our

faith, to build Christian commutyi, and to reach out to a world hungry for the Good

News of Godds great | ove.

As an Episcopal priest try to keep in mind thpersonalnessf the life with God with

the call to make disciples and grow the Church. When we get bogged down by struggles
orxant resources or outright oppoXsusi on to G
onlywantsustochgne t he wor | d.sacouple af uncamfonahlé dmifes g e t

or chucklesbut that is the task we halseen given as followers of Jesusad\thowgh we

will not bring about the kingdom or the reign of Gard our own we are invited to be a

part of it. The most amazing thing is that we have been given the faith and the gifts to be
Goddés instruments in our church, in our comn



When the Holy Spirit came into the world to stay at Pentecost, the first followers of Jesus

were given a power that was beyond their natural gifts and abilities. The power came to

them to help God spread the good news of Jesus Christ as individuals and as

communities. As the Church grew and more people were drawn into the life with Christ

and one another, the variety of gifts became apparent. The Holy Spirit gives gifts for

GodOds purposes and there are a vsansiNety of gi
one has all the gifts, but exercised in community, God has given us a power that

transforms individual lives, transforms communities, and can transform the world.



The Holy Spirit continues Theymaybemdtulgifisf t s on C
like singing or having a green thumb, but God also give supernaturalvgitihave

been given gifts. Your ordained leader(s) has been given gifts. Your church community

has been given gifts. All these gifts have been given for our enjoymentadirigiofor

building up a community of love and power that can assist God in transforming the

world.

Early on in my ministry in a growing church, | overheard a parishioner talking with a

friend in the | ocal grocery ssedlkeanom&@he di dno
person. The friend asked our parishioner how she liked the new Rector. Her answer was
somet hing along the |lines that we | ove our n

do. I smiled, but realized that that was exactly the vipessed on to me from St. Paul

and others in my life. The Spirit gives us gifts and we exercise our gifts to build up the
Body of Christ. As the church grew, | felt led to come up with some kind of spiritual gifts
survey to help people know their gifts amtere they might best use them because when
the community exercises their gifts, then the Spirit is freer to enliven and empower the
community.

Perhaps the most beautiful thing about these gifts from the Holy Spirit is that when we

are exercising them, weve a renewable source of energy. Think about an activity or
ministry youbve been a part of that was a st
activity or ministry youdve been a part of w
The results were often tier then you expected and you rarely grew or grow tired of

participating. In the first instance, you were or are probably doing something outside your

gift set. In the second instance, you were or are living into and using these incredible gifts



thatGocdhas given you. So consider your gifts an
good of others.

This workbook is an attempt to deepen your u
and the gifts that come from God through the Holy Spirit. Over the cotiyeeiostudy,

you will have an opportunity to learn or remember how the Holy Spirit moves in the lives

of people like you and me. We will consider how that presence and power can help you

in your Christian walk and in your ministry in your church and anlorld.

| have included a spiritual gifts inventory to give you some idea of just what gifts God
has given you for your life and ministry as well as some explanation of what each gift is
and how it has been used by others and how it may be used infg@und the life of

your church.

Finally, there is the important reminder that while all these gifts and powers and abilities
are magnificent, there is one gift that surpasses them all and draws them all together for
good. It is the gift that Christ realed in His life and death and resurrection and it is the

gift that reveals Christd presence in our |
abilities and programs and social justice commitments, they are nothing without love.

| hope you find tis study helpful for your life with Christ and that you feel more and

more empowered to exercise your gifts and to enjoy the gifts and abilities that God has

given your fellow Christians. Together, God can use us to build Christian community and

to make dsciples® a l | people and become Godds agents

Grace and Peace.
Frank
The Rev. W. Frank Allen



Chapter One
A Short History of the Holy Spirit
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The Holy Spirit

One of the deep mysteries of the Bible and the Chrigi#imconcerns who God is and

how we ca be in relationship with Him. Theoncept of God is a mystery that has
challenged Christians and n@fristians alike for years as we try to explainghesence

and the dimensions of a limitless G&lr limited mnds struggle to comprehend, much
less explain one God, but three manifestet (FatheiSonHoly Spirit). Some have used

the analogy of ice, water and steam being the same substance (H20), bagdiffe
according to temperatur®thers have shown how on@man can be a mother, wife and
daughter all at the same timeéhese analogggon 6t qui te grasp all
andif we only stay with our mind and do not experience God in our hearts and lives, then
we cannot grow in faith, but will remain astate of consternatioRPut another way, we

can only talk about God and can never truly describe the Godmshtes, redeems and
empowersWe can speak of this one God, but it remains a mystery beyond our
understanding to define how this iswsttil we experience God in our lives

t

he



God is one. We may describe Gadthe FathedMother, Parentpur Creator, Sustainer,
Provider.We may describe God #se Sonas ThéWord, Wisdom, the Redeemer who
pardons our sins and brings us into a living relationship @ad nowand through the
door of deathWe may describe Goddhe Holy Spiritas theGodwho comes near to us,
whodraws us to Jesus Christ, and enables us to receive Jesus into auash&artior

and Lord.The Trinity means that God relates to ushiree specifiable ways and is at the
root of the Christia understanding of who God idow God interrelates within God is
where most of us find mystery and a confusion that can lead to distré&tiove will
leave that consideration for Trinity Sundaylasther, more accomplished theologians
than myself

TheBiblical record shows that the Ho8pirit has been active ihé creation from the
beginning. The Spirit was present at creation and apparent in the lives of individual
people, though not all peaplit actually looks as though tBgpirit came and went in the
lives of the community and in the lives of individualghe record of the Old Testament.
The Spirit came on persons for a time and a purpose, but then seemed to step away.

On the dayof Penecost that all change®n the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came
down upon Jesustst followers to give them a deeper knowledge of God and the ability
to make God and God's love known to others. The Holy Spirit also came giving gifts to
those who blieve- gifts for life and gifts for giving life to others.

The Holy $irit is God making Go&nown in important and particular ways on our
behalf and empowering us for ministry with gift$irough the Holy Spirit we are drawn
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into a relationship with Godnd through the Spirit, we are given gifts that enliven our
lives and enable us to work together as a community to share the Gospel and the Gospel
life with others.

The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

The main word fospirit in the Old Testament iseélHebrew worduach Ruachliterally

means wind or breattfSometimes it is uskto describe life in general, as in the first

breath a child takes at birth. Sometimes it is used only in reference t&\VGedruach

is used in reference to God, it suggektsawesome power and energy of God in actio

in the creation, in this world&Sometimes this energy is specific and sometimes it is
general, but it always acts in concert with

The creation stories in the Book@enesis reveal that God is dynamic, active and

intimately involvedin the whole realm of naturé.is the Holy Spirit, theuachof God

that moves ovethe chaos as creation begins, bringing order and bringing life in all its

magnificent varietyGod & not natire and God is not uninvolve8o, as Christians we do

not believe in the Deist god who creates and then sits back nor do exelibht God is

nature itselfGod is in nature and moves in nature, Butat limited to the creatioithe

CreatorGod, is distinct from the o6work of His h
nature.

And just as the Spirit is at work in nature, the Spirétigvork in the people of Good

created the universe in general, Goglated humankind specificallyob saysii T h e

Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of
God is the God of all, but also t®d of you and me personallihis is the connection

for all the great heroes of the faith, from Abraham and Sarah to KangiRo the

writing prophetsThe Bible points to the reality that the Spirit is at work in our lives.



Still, the primary concern of the Spirit amo
righteous and to protect them frdraing harmedurrounding nationghysially and

spiritually. So the Spirit comes upon individualgidges, prophets, kings, women, men,

and childrenSometimeghe Spiritcomes n r aw power | i ke Mosesd6 st
strength, but more oftethe Spirit comesas a moral force to draw the péopf Godto a

moral or righteous lifeThe prophet Isaiah is particularly clear about the moral force of

the Spirit (See61:B) and Gododés revelation to the peopl
are living their lives and whether they are taking care ofghst among them.

One important note about the Holy Spirit and the people of God is that it appears that the
Spirit comes and goes, but never remammsafprolonged period of time. The Spirit rests

on a person or persojsstlong enough to win the badt or justiong enough to redirect

the people to a closer relationship with Goal then seemingly goes away and is not

clearly present. The prophets in Bl Testamenalso speak to theromise of the future
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all peoplaad not just a few persons now and tHmut

that is not reality in Old Testament tim@$ie prophets are certain of this future hope and

it is the hope that has come to us in our time through the promise of Jesus and the coming
of the Spirit at Pentecoghe coming andemaining of the Holy SpiriBut for four

hundred years the Spianhd the scriptures are silent.
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The Holy Spirit in the New Testament

Then comes Jesus of Nazareth and ifleace of the Spirit is ende@he presence, power

and moement of the Holy Spirit is critical to the understanding of the movement of God

in a new way in Jesus of Nazareth and in the beginningedhurchMention of the

Spirit is present in every book of the New T
birth, ministry, and power beyond the cross and grave.

The Holy Spirit is dynamically at workiithe birth and life of Jesuk.is the Angel

Gabriel who announces to Mary that she will bear the Savior of the world, but it is the

Holy Spiritwweldoheovaenshbddesses her so that ¢
child who will save us.

When Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River by John, it is the Spirit who descends upon

Jesus in the form of a dove and then sends Jesus out intddbmess where His

testedl t may be interesting to note the differe
John the Baptist and JesW¥ith John, the Spirit simply carried forward the Old

Testament work of preparation, like thphets of the Old Testamedto h was a

ministry of repentance of sin in order to lead a moral life and allow room for God to enter

in. John understood that he was preparing th
water; but he who is mightier than | is coming, the thong of whose sanalal unworthy

to untie; He will baptize you withthe Holy Spi t and with fire.o(Luke
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6 power , apparent through the power and
s as we shalll see.

In all four Gospels, the work of the Holy Spisgtnever separated from the mission of
JesugChrist as Savior of the worldesus was aware of the presence of the Spirit with
Him in his marvelous ministry to the poor, the captive, the blind, the oppressed (Luke
4:18ff) and throughout His teaching, healj forgiving, dying and rising.

Jesus taught a gaedeal about the Holy Spirithe most important teachings come from

the Gospel of Jah chapters 14 through 16hese are part of whhgs been callethe

6l ast dirshe cooversatios dithdaocst Supper) and reveal so
teachings to His closest followers before He goes to the cross.

The disciplesre toldthat Jesus must leaveeim and return to the Father, Besus

promises not to leave them alorie.Chapter 14, Jesus ®IHis followers that God will

send fAanot her Co daven the Fpiritaf tr(th, wHom thelwbrld Tahnot

receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he whtlells

you and wi Butthidbpeomiserreqyiresebdd ence t o the Lor dods
commandments of love (again the consistent desire of the Spirit tousssideading the

moral life).J esus went on to say, duwhikesanmstihi ngs | h
with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom thather will send in my name, he
wi || teach you al|l things, and bring to your

(John 14:2526)

Jesus goes on to teach on the power of the Holy Spirit for the lives of His followers in

chapter 15, but it is in chagtl6 that Jesus is most direetere Jesus identifies with
certaintytheevepr esent connection betwee&aowninhe Holy ¢
verses 715, Jesus explains the coming of the Spirit and how the Spirit will empower and

guide them and trafiorm the worldd a knowledge and love of Gatksus explains that
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His earthly ministry must be completed before the Spirit can come in its fullness and that

the Spiritdé unigue mi snsiaonnd itsh rtoou gnina glneisfuys 6J efs
Jesusalspr omi ses that power from on high wil/ C (
truly grasp that Jesus was the One written about in the Old Testament and that they were

to remain in Jerusalem untilelSpirit would come upon thefhhey cannot do the work

andministry He has called them to, nor can they be effective withesses without the power

from on high, without the SpiriThey do wait and whave read about and sdée result

of the coming of the Spirit on their lives and community.

The mission of the Hg Spirit is to carry forward the missionocdls us Chr i st and G
kingdom.For that purpose, the Spirit brings conviction of sin, assists us to repent (to

turn) and ® put our trust in the Saviofhe Spirit helps us pray earnestly for the Kingdom

or Regn of God and empowers us forission and effective servic€his mission is

related to our spiritual lives, to the life of prayéfeetive living, and serviceAs you and

read the scriptures, worship, serve others and live in the world, it is thetisairit

empowers and opens our minds and hearts to G

The Holy Spirit and Pentecost

When Jesus ascends into heaven, He instructs His followers (disajpbssles, take

your picK to wait for the coming of the Holy Spitsefore going forth to make discgd

of all nations and peopleshe Book of Acts (1) shows a picture of these first followers
waiting in Jerusalem, waitingnd prayingThen, on the Day of Pentecost, when they
were all in one place, the Holy Spirit comgsn them and the world has never been the
same.
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